Isaiah 53:1-12 Sunday 9/14/2025

I. Review

You'll remember the last time we were together, we began a study on Psalms 22. We have been
coming through the book of Psalms, and as we go through the book of Psalms, I will reveal
things to you that you need to see as we go through it in time.

» Crucifixion Psalms

Originally, I told you that the book of Psalms will break down into three areas, doctrinally. You're
going to find that the Psalms, some of them, will be tribulation Psalms, which is Israel going
through some tough times, typified by David going through his tough times. You'll find some of
the Psalms that deal with the second coming, and then you'll find some Psalms that deal with the
millennium. But I told you last time we were together that there's a fourth aspect to the Psalms,
and that will be the Psalms that deal with the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ. I also told you
that throughout your Old Testament, God gave us seven key passages on the very thoughts of
Christ on the cross as He was going through, and the thoughts of God. And we're going to
develop that over the next couple of weeks.

» Building the Right Relationship with Christ

We have been talking through all of this about the importance of building the right relationship
with Christ. And obviously, the key is us knowing Christ, knowing who He is, not just as a
personal Savior, but on a personal relationship. I've shown you many, many times, and this is
nothing new, that in the Old Testament, you have five wisdom books. And those five wisdom
books are actually the key to the Old Testament. But most people don't understand that in the
New Testament, you also have five wisdom books. The Apostle John is the greatest type of a
Christian anywhere in the New Testament. And there are some good pictures of that, but he is the
top drawer in every aspect. And he writes the five wisdom books in the New Testament, which
tells me if he's a type of what I should be and what you should be, then we all have to understand
these five wisdom books in the New Testament.

» You Cannot Truly Biblically Love God without Knowing Him

I've told you many, many times that the Gospel of John was written for one primary reason,
though it covers the first coming of Christ from a Son of God standpoint. But in that book,
you find that God's intention of writing that book was for a man to trust Christ as his own
personal Savior. He literally tells you that. But then the next book we talk about is First John.
And First John deals with our fellowship. Every book I've ever read in my life on the book of
First John will always say that the theme of First John is love. I must be honest with you, I've
never understood how anybody in their right mind could say that, see that, and even make any
kind of reference to that. I mean, First John only has five chapters, and in five little chapters, 27
times he tells us about knowing Christ, to know Him. The theme of First John is not love. The
theme of First John is knowing. But that's exactly what modern 20th and 21st century
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Christianity is: a bunch of people who claim they love God but do not know God. And I'm telling
you right now, you cannot truly biblically love God without knowing Him.

» Building on Your Foundation — 1 Corinthians Chapter 3

And I showed you the day you got saved, you laid a foundation in your life. We looked at that in
1 Corinthians chapter 3. And on that foundation, the rest of our lives, in a positive way, we build
three things. In a negative way, you can also build three other things. But we talked about last
time we were together the gold, the silver, and the precious stones. And I showed you how that
each one of them will represent the right relationship with God we build on that
foundation. Gold represents the deity of Christ. And of course, you know this, this is just recap.
And it deals with knowing who He is. And that's the first thing you should do. When we take you
through Discipleship One or Discipleship Two, we try to focus on giving you an understanding
of who He is. You have to begin to build a relationship with Him based on understanding and
knowing who He is. The second on there, we know is silver, and we've talked about this many
times. Silver is the price of redemption. And where the gold will tell you and show you who He
is, the silver will show you the price that was paid for our salvation, our redemption. And then, of
course, the precious stones. All through the Bible, there will be the people whose lives get
changed by our understanding the first two and allowing God to change us. You'll never change
somebody else's life as a Christian until you allow God to change your life first. It's a simple
little format.

» Song of Solomon — All that Jesus Christ Cares About is You as His Child

I showed you that God gave us two places in the Bible that really help us understand the first
two: the gold and the silver. The first one was the book of Song of Solomon. And I told you that
the book of Song of Solomon is God's love letter to His bride. She's one out of a thousand as you
go through it and study it. And you're going to find that Christ thinks of her constantly. Christ’s
thoughts toward me are found in the book of Song of Solomon. It’s the reality of all that He
cares about. We live in a world today that is so messed up when it comes to even understanding
any of the basic things about Christ and God. And to some degree, I hesitate to say this, but on
the other hand, I really don't care—people are so screwed up in their minds about God, Christ,
and all these things because in the world that we live in, we've gotten so far away from the Word
of God.

But when it comes down to it, let's talk for a moment about God and Christ. And the Song of
Solomon makes something very clear. And when you come through the book of Song of
Solomon, like we did chapter two here recently on a Thursday night, you come away with one
idea that is the absolute truth: all Jesus Christ cares about, all He is interested in, is you as His
child. That's all He cares about. He doesn't care who wins the Super Bowl. He doesn't care about
what goes on in life. He doesn't care about all the major events that everybody says, "Pray for
this tragedy or that tragedy." He doesn’t care about that. Song of Solomon chapter two,
throughout the book, makes it clear that Jesus Christ cares about one thing, focuses on one
thing, and only wraps His world around one thing: you sitting here this morning as His
child. You're all that's on His mind. We get the idea that Christ is looking out through the world
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and looking out for this group and that group. No, no. He is looking through the lattice, looking
through the window. He's got His eye on every one of you if you're saved here this morning.

II. God's Judgment on Planet Earth

We get the idea that God cares about everything going on in the world. We get the idea that God
cares about tsunamis, hurricanes, cares about this, cares about that. We'll get to those in a
moment. Now, if some tragedy befalls you or other Christians in Kansas City, God's focus is
on you, but not the tragedy. Jesus Christ cares about the church.

» All God Cares About 1s the Nation of Israel

You know who God cares about? Take a wild guess. The nation of Israel. That's all He cares
about. He doesn’t care about, again, who wins the Super Bowl. He doesn’t care about who wins
the election. That's what the world cares about. God looks at one thing, and that is His people
who He is orchestrating.

Hey, World War I got the land ready for the Jew. World War II got the Jew ready for the land, and
they became a nation in 1948. Do you know what God did? He killed and allowed 300 million
Gentiles to die in World War I and World War II to get that Jew back. Now, if you're a Christian
and you're in World War I, if you're a Christian in World War II, or any war, God looks out for
you. You're in His overall plan, and God is going to take care of you.

If I was in a war someplace, my prayer would be, "Lord, you know where the bullets are coming
from. You know if I should zig to the left or to the right. In Your hands, I commit my spirit. I'm
here, I'm Your child. This is a war about Your people, but I'm in it, and | know Your hands are
going to take care of me. And by the way, Lord, if You want me to get knocked off, I'm okay
with that too. I'll just get to be with You quicker than everybody else." Like two guys in a trench
one time, and the machine guns were firing over their head, and the guy was ducking down, and
the other guy said, "Hey, hey, don't worry about it. The only one you got to worry about is the
bullet that's got your name on it." The guy looked at him and he said, "Well, I ain't worried about
the bullet that’s got my name on it. I'm worried about all those bullets that have 'to whom it may

concern'."

» Having a Form of Godliness, but Denying the Power Thereof (2 Tim 3:5)

You see, this is where people get all out of whack. This is the problem with American Christians
who have lost their Bible and any reality of God and Jesus Christ. You say, "Well, if Jesus Christ
cares about only you, and God only cares about Israel, who cares about all the disasters that
happen in life and on planet earth?" You got to get it straight. That's God's judgment on this
planet. The Bible says in Proverbs 28:5, Evil men understand not judgment. They don't get it.
Some tsunami will come in and wipe out this or that, some drought will come, or some forest fire
will come, or out in California, they'll burn all the Hollywood homes down. And somebody says,
"Pray for these people." What I'm telling you this: that's God's judgment on this nation. This
nation turned its back on God. This nation turned its back on the Word of God. This nation




thumbed its nose at God and is going its own way. We're like Isracl. We have a form of
godliness, but we've denied the power thereof. We don't get it. We don't understand it.

Look at all the events that are happening in Washington, in Israel, and in the Middle East.
Somebody says, "Pray for peace." That's the dumbest thing you could ever do. I saw somebody
with a bumper sticker, "Pray for peace." Someone with a t-shirt, "Pray for peace." Are you
kidding me? The greatest war the world has ever seen is right around the corner. And there'll be
no peace till the Prince of Peace comes back. But that's us. Stupid. We don't understand. We can't
put it into a context. We can't put life on planet Earth into a perspective. We don't understand
who God is. We don't understand who Jesus Christ is. And evil men don't understand judgment.
But the rest of that verse says, but they that seek the LORD understand all things. Figure it out.

III. Seven Passages in the Old Testament that Take You
Behind the Velil of the Crucifixion

If I'm going to build a relationship, the first place I’ve got to go is Song of Solomon. He shows
me first how He loves me, what He thinks of me, how He's looking for me, how He can't live a
day without me. He has to peek through the lattice of the universe. He has to peek down on
planet Earth to see what we're doing. And He waits for us. Too bad we can't return the favor.

While in the Old Testament, the book of Song of Solomon will tell you about the gold, there are
seven passages in the Old Testament that take you behind the veil of the crucifixion showing you
the price that was paid—the silver. And now we see the real key to my Christian life. What
makes the book of Song of Solomon come alive, and then in time makes me come alive as a
Christian, 1s God taking me behind the veil. He’s putting His arm around me and saying, "Come
on, son, I want to show you the crucifixion. Forget Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. I want to
show you the very thoughts that My Son had on the cross. I want to show you the very thoughts
that [ had. Then I want to show you what thoughts you should have." This is where the changed
life of a child of God should start and never end.

Now I believe that probably everybody here is saved. Maybe one or two slipped in, I don't know.
But I believe that for the most part, every one of you had a day in your life where you trusted
Jesus Christ as your own personal Savior. And my only question now is, what happened to that
day? You say, "Well, it changed my life." Is your life still changed? Is the changed life at the day
of salvation when you laid that foundation, building upon it, greater now, stronger now, more
prevalent now than it's ever been?

We had a visitor here a couple of weeks ago. I was passionately preaching as I do. And I got
more emails and stuff with that. I mean, people saying that "It just hit me hard, I was on my
knees, da da da da." And somebody asked this person, "What did you think of the sermon?" And
the answer was, "He's awful loud." When a man pours his heart out about the Savior dying on the
cross, agonizing on the cross, paying your price for salvation, and all you get out of it is how
loud he was, there's my point, point made.



And today, and over the next few weeks, I want to lay out all seven of these key passages,
dealing with His thoughts on the cross. Now is the time to do it with where we're at in Psalms.
And we're going to build it around Psalms 22. Psalms 22 will be the last one that we look at, that
we break down. He says in Psalms 22:1,

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? [why art thou] so far from helping me, [and from]
the words of my roaring?

Now I want you to understand that Psalms 22 opens up with, "My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?" and sets the context of Psalms 22 during the sixth and ninth hour that we talked
about the last time. This is where God turns His back on His Son. This is where the sun refuses
to shine. This is where the earthquakes, and this is where the devil, as we saw it last time
together, brings all of the forces of hell on Him on the cross from the sixth to the ninth hour.

IV. Investigating The Bible as a Detective—Seeing Things
That Other People Can’t See

I try to give you different ways that you can understand about learning your Bible. The Bible
says, "Search the Scriptures." Obviously, we search the Scriptures. I talk about always having to
establish a context. But a lot of the Bible and coming to the Bible is like doing detective work. A
good detective, when he sees a crime, looks for a trail of evidence. He looks for things that other
people would miss at a crime scene. He'll look in the wastebasket. If he sees a scrap of paper,
he'll pick it up. It may have a clue on it, something that happened. He'll look at this, he'll look at
that. He'll look at everything. He investigates every piece of evidence. That's a lot of what you’ve
got to do with the Bible. Let me show you something. And my prayer for you is that someday
you'll be able to investigate the Bible as a detective to see the things that other people can't see.

» The Holy Spirit Left Two Things from Psalms 22:1 out of the Gospel
Accounts of the Crucifixion

"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? Why art thou so far from helping me and from
the words of my roaring?" Now He says this again in Matthew 27:46, which is an account in
Matthew of Him on the cross from the sixth and ninth hour. He also says it again in Mark 15:34,
which is again, the sixth and ninth hour. But if you would look at those two places, you would
see that you did not get everything that He said in Psalm 22:1. In the New Testament, the Holy
Spirit of God left out two things. And if you think that's just by coincidence or by accident, then
you need to go back to square one. The Holy Spirit of God left out those two things for a
reason.

He lets Him say, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" But from a detective
standpoint, when I look at the gospel passages, the crime scene, I see something is missing here.
He left out, "Why art thou so far from helping me?'" And He left out, "and from the words
of my roaring." They're not in the New Testament. The New Testament doesn't give you the
words of His roaring on the cross. You only get those from the seven places in the Old
Testament. The New Testament, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John accounts don't really show you
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why God is so far from Him and don't give you the words of His roaring. That's why when He
says, "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" He doesn't bring up the words of His
roaring or how far God is from Him, because they're not recorded in the New Testament, but He
put them in the Old Testament in Psalms 22:1.

» The Words of His Roaring

Today, I want to show you the words of His roaring. I want to show you what happens when God
refuses to help Him. The events of these seven passages will take place at the height of His
agony on the cross. And there are two key words: "the words of His roaring." And as I showed
you in Isaiah 50:7-8 last time we were together, "Who is My adversary?" Now, if you have your
Bible, turn over to 1 Peter 5:8. Let me show you something here. Now, this is a familiar verse,
but in this familiar verse about the devil and his tactics, you see the two key words.

1 Peter 5:8. Be sober, be vigilant, because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour:

Those key words will show up in your life. The devil is your adversary, and he wants to scare
you with his roaring. But they also show up at the crucifixion. You don't get the words of His
roaring found in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. You’ve got to come back to these seven
passages, and the context will be all around Isaiah 50:7-8, which we talked about last time we
were together. I'll read it again.

Isaiah 50:7. For the Lord GOD will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded: therefore have
1 set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be ashamed.

8. [He is] near that justifieth me; who will contend with me? Let us stand together: who is mine
adversary? Let him come near to me.

» The Human Man and The Godly Man

You see, He asked in Psalms 22:1, "Why art thou so far from helping me?" There's a great
contrast when Christ is on the cross. And I always thought, you know, when He was in the
garden before He was crucified, He asked God if there was any other way they could do this. I'm
paraphrasing. He says, "If I can let this cup pass from me." All the scholars out there tell you that
that's the cup of death. It wasn't the cup of death. It was the cup of God's wrath poured out on
Him. And in the garden, you see the human man Christ. And the human man Christ is fearful.
The human man Christ knows what's coming. He's human. He's tempted at all points like we are.
He cried, He got hungry, He got tired, He laughed, He enjoyed, He slept at night. He did
everything, and there He is in the garden, faced with what is coming in Isaiah 50. And He says,
"Lord, if it be Your will, if this cup can pass from me." That's a human. But then He says, "Thy
will be done." The godly man came through. And in Psalm 22, He says, "Why art thou so far
from helping me?" But in Isaiah 50:7, when He's on the cross and the devil comes to Him, He
says this, "For the Lord God will help me; therefore shall I not be confounded."

You know what that's a picture of? You see, when things happen in our lives, you have a
human man and a godly man in vou too. Your old nature will always tend to be fearful. The
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new nature will always tend to run to God. Now Christ didn't have a sinful nature, but He was
the Son of Man. He had a human nature. And in that, He had fear. And the first thing that'll
happen when you and I have something befall us will be exactly what happened to Him. We'll be
fearful. We'll be afraid. And we'll be uncertain. But I want you to notice that even though He
had the frailty of the Son of Man, He was also the Son of God. And even though you have
the frailty of the flesh, you have the Son of God living inside you. And when you're faced
with the fears of this life, you do the same thing He did. "Thy will be done." And you know that
God is going to help you. He's not going to leave you nor forsake you. You see how that works
all the way down. It worked for Him. It worked for you and for me.

» Isaiah 50:7-8—The Greatest Battle in the History of the World

This is our first passage, by the way, in the Old Testament that sets the context here of the
crucifixion. And I gave it to you the last time we were together. But without a doubt, this is the
most tragic, yet the greatest time in the history of man. Most people don't see this. Most people
don't understand it—God's people. I'm not talking about unsaved people. There's nothing in the
history of the human race that'll compare with this day. It's the greatest battle in the history of the
world. And it's not a battle about nations. It's not a battle about who's going to run this country or
that country. The greatest battle in the history of the world was the battle for your soul. And
a real tragedy, not only does the world know nothing about the outcome of this battle, but God's
people don't know it either. And both, in many cases, couldn’t care less. The world knows
nothing about the outcome. And God's people have no idea who won the battle. They're oblivious
to it.

But so many of God's people get more excited about who will predict the outcome in the Super
Bowl than the outcome of this battle. Some of them are more excited about who won the World
Series or the Stanley Cup or whatever the case may be. They focus on that. Their whole world is
in that. And they have absolutely forgotten the greatest day with the greatest battle when your
soul and my soul hung in the balance.

And many of God's people get saved. I truly believe that. And in time, they forget the day they
got saved. You know, you can take your own test on this one. From the day you got saved, has
everything about your Christian life and your relationship with God and your knowledge of God
gotten better or gotten worse? I've met God's people that have been saved 20, 30 years. And |
give you the first five, six years just to figure it out, I get that. But I know God's people that have
been saved for 10, 20, 30 years, they know no more about God. They're doing nothing for God.
They're not involved in anything remotely connected with God in their own personal life. And
the reason is, they forgot that day. Oh, and if you would ask them if they're saved, they'd give
you a testimony that would bring tears to your eyes. But it's more than that. It's gold and silver
and precious stones. And in time, this day will change your life. People say, "Well, salvation
changed my life." Salvation changed your life eternally. But I've met lots of God's people who I
believe are saved, that after they got saved, they did nothing with their lives, nothing changed.

There must be two changes in your life. There has to be a change eternally the day you trust
Christ as your own personal Savior. You can't stop there. You can never forget this day. You can't




ever forget the day He hung on the cross and the Son of God looked into the face of the devil
himself and He said to him after the fear of the garden, after all He went through, the Son of God
overcame the Son of Man. And now He says, "Who is My adversary? Let him come unto Me."
And he came. The day God Almighty went face to face with the devil, for you and for me.
Through the battle of all times, the day all mankind's fate hung in the balance.

V. Thoughts in the Minds of Two Spiritual Beings

And in the minds of our two combatants, our two spiritual beings, you have two thoughts. The
devil had a plan to take every one of us, snuff out our lives, put us through the most horrendous
things in life, and then on top of that, burn in hell for all of eternity. He wanted to destroy us in
the outer darkness. He had a plan.

I saw a video; I really liked it. "What would America be like if Germany would have won the
war and Adolf Hitler would have defeated America and rose and defeated the world. And
America now was 50, 60, 70, 80 years under Nazism." And it was an incredible thing. It showed
Washington with Nazi flags all over it. And I'm telling you, this guy went into great detail.
Everybody who didn't agree with his philosophy would be in a concentration camp or dead. The
Jews would have been completely eradicated. Anybody that they thought was an inferior race
that didn't match up to the Aryan supreme brotherhood would have been absolutely wiped off the
planet. It would have been a terrible thing.

What do you think it would have been like if the devil had won at Calvary? Where would we be
today? I know you have your salvation. You're happy with it. You're satisfied with it. Shame on
you. You ought to look at every day of your life and realize where we would be if the devil won
that battle. But he didn't. Because the devil lost the battle and Jesus won the battle, we don't
have to lose any battles. He won the greatest battle so you could win the battle of life every
day you had to face it. What's wrong with us? You know what's wrong with us? You forgot the
day. Your career is more important. This or that is more important. Your relationship is more
important. What you're doing is more important. I'm not saying any of those things aren't
important. They are. But they can't compare to that day and its importance.

» The Devil’s Plan

And in the mind of our two combatants, the devil had a plan to destroy everybody on planet
earth. I don't know how he would have done it. Well, I can only imagine. I can see what goes on
in America. With people who are of their father, the devil, John 8:44. Look at the murder. Look
at the rape. Look at the incest. Look at the terrible things. A girl can get on a subway and a guy
sitting behind her can take a knife and cut her throat. A man can stand up and preach the Word of
God like Charlie did. And somebody out there who thinks he's spewing out hatred puts a bullet in
his neck. What would it be if the devil would have won? Where would we be? What purpose in
life? And at the end of your life, as you went through all the agony and all the heartache and all
the disappointments, then for all of eternity, you're going to burn like a torch in outer darkness.
That was the devil's plan.



» God’s Plan

The second combatant, God. His plan was to die in your place and my place. His plan was to
look at mankind because the devil messed him up in the garden and sin had come on him and we
were destined to the lake of fire to burn forever and deserve it. He loved us enough that He came
down and died for you and me on that cross, paid your price, shed His blood, so that you could
have the remission of sin. And we have forgotten that day.

And it all goes back to that day He hung on the cross and your soul and my soul hung in the
balance. God's plan was to die in our place, to pay our price, and to allow us for all of eternity to
have fellowship with Him. The farther we get away from the Word of God and the farther we get
from that day, the less we think about it. That day ought to be on your mind every morning when
you wake up and then put the rest of your day around that day. I told the people up in Boston,
"When I study history, I don't run history around the Word of God, I run history through the
Word of God." And in your life, you shouldn't run your life around God, you should run it
through the Lord based on that day. And God's people today, because they don't see and
understand this day, will live their lives every day without any passion, any purpose, or any
perspective of what God has saved them from.

And in life, there are only two eternal questions. "Are you going to heaven, or are you going to
hell when you die?" That's all there is. But oh, we like to make life so complicated. He just didn't
die to save your soul, though certainly He did. He died to make you part of His eternal plan. Why
would you take His salvation, but reject that part of His plan? See, God's people amaze me
sometimes. And I know I'm preaching to the choir here for most of you, but I'm telling you, why
would you take the first part of this plan, and then reject the second part. "Well, God, I want to be
saved, but ha ha, don't ask me to do anything after what You did for me. Yeah, I got my own
things I got to do."

» The History of the World is Built Around that Day

And this day was the day that God changed the world forever. The world, the day He came out of
that tomb, died on that cross. The world was never the same again. Secular history rejects the
Bible. Secular history rejects God. The college professor for hundreds and hundreds of years
taught their kids that the Bible was fallacy, and they believed it. They taught them for years and
years and years that you couldn't trust it, that Noah's Ark was a fable, Adam and Eve were a
fable. And all through those colleges and all through churches and all through parents telling
their kids that, the real detective would look and see, "Hmm, if all that is true, how come the
history of the world is built around that day?" 400 BC, Before Christ, 325 AD, in the year of our
Lord, After Christ. And everybody misses it. God built the whole history of planet Earth around
that day, and He planned on building it in your life around the day you trusted Christ as your own
personal Savior.



V1. Isaiah 53 — Going Behind the Veil of the Crucifixion

Now let's look at some of these. He says in Isaiah 53, and that's where we want to go now:

Isaiah 53:1-12
1. Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?

2. For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath
no form nor comeliness, and when we shall see him, [there is] no beauty that we should desire
him.

3. He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid
as it were [our] faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

4. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken,

smitten of God, and afflicted.

5. But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace [was] upon him,; and with his stripes we are healed.

6. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

7. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

8. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he
was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

9. And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done
no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

10. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; he hath put [him] to grief: when thou shalt make his
soul an offering for sin, he shall see [his] seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the
LORD shall prosper in his hand.

11. He shall see of the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

12. Therefore will I divide him [a portion] with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the
strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

Now, you know, as you come down through this chapter here and you read it, you will see a lot
of this. And what I'm going to do in each one of these is break them down verse by verse, word
by word, or however that you can understand it. And you're going to see that much of this is
going to match up with Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John as far as the events. But I say
again, what you're dealing with, what you have here are the words of His roaring. And when you
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get to Isaiah 53, this will be the Holy Spirit of God giving you how God looked at the cross
for you and me. His thoughts on it; God's thoughts.

You know, I don't know how much you've spent time in the Bible, but in your Bible, you'll find
five different viewpoints of Christ's death on the cross. Five being the number of death.

1. The World’s Viewpoint. First off, you'll find the world's view. When the world saw Christ's
death on the cross, it was just a death of a religious fanatic and a nutcase.

2. Israel’s Viewpoint. Israel saw it, number two, as a rejection of their king, Matthew 12,
Matthew 13.

3. The Devil’s Viewpoint. The devil saw it, the third one, Isaiah 50. He saw it as the chance to
take over and win, get Him to quit and take over the world.

4. God’s Viewpoint. God saw it from Isaiah 53.

5. My Viewpoint. And then the fifth one is my viewpoint. And that'll be in Job chapter 30. My,
my, my, wait till we get there.

But in Isaiah 53, God describes His Son. He describes His Son from the very beginning to His
end on the cross. And then He thinks about how you and I will fit into that. Now look at verse
one for a moment here.

» God’s Report on His Precious Son & Our Job to Reveal it to Others

‘ Isaiah 53:1. Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?

Now, the first verse tells us that what we have before us is God's report on His precious Son. God
is giving us His own personal report. And He starts out by saying, "Who hath believed our
report?" And the answer is, not many. He says, "To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" You
see, our responding to a lost world and the price that was paid for man's salvation is to reveal
Christ to the world. "To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" That's your job and my job.
Once you believe the report, once you know the report is true, once you understand that the Word
of God is what the Word of God claims to be, "Who hath believed our report?" I have. And "to
whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?" Well, it was revealed to me first. And now it's our job, if
it has been revealed to you, to reveal it to others.

The arm of the Lord; we talked about that. Sharon asked the question a couple of Thursday
nights ago. Jesus Christ being the right arm of God, Isaiah 41:10, Isaiah 41:13, Psalms 121. 1
mean, we see where in Acts 7:55-56, and also in Romans 8:34, Jesus Christ is at the right hand of
God the Father. He is the arm of the Lord.

We have sayings in life that are connected with right arms because right arms are the most
prominent arm we have. And we'll say that, you know, Aaron is my right-hand man. He does
everything I need him to do. Or you have somebody that you’re fond of and you say, "You know
what, I love that guy. I'd cut off my right arm for him." And we use those phrases, but do you
understand that's exactly what God did for you and for me. Jesus Christ was His right arm. Jesus
Christ was the arm of the Lord. And you know what He did on that day? He cut that arm off for
you and for me.
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» A Tender Plant That Came up in the Barren Wasteland of the Nation of Israel

Isaiah 53:2. For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry
ground. he hath no form nor comeliness, and when we shall see him, [there is] no beauty that we
should desire him.

You know, most people read this stuff and they don't have any clue what they're reading. They
look at that, "For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant and as a root out of a dry
ground." What is all that talking about? You see, nothing in the Bible is there by accident. All this
means something. And the true detective of the Word of God will look at the evidence, compare
the evidence. The reference of Christ growing up in His life before God as a tender plant. God
looked at Him in the garden of God as a tender plant that needed to be watched over, needed to
be watered, needed to be taken care of. Don't let the sun get it. Don't let anything destroy that.
And in God's mind as He grew up; He was a tender plant.

But look what He says. A tender plant and as a root out of the dry ground. You know what He's
telling you there? Jesus Christ was a tender plant that came out of the dry ground. The dry
ground is the nation of Israel. At the time of the first coming of Christ, it was barren. It was
dry. There was no fruit. It was scorched. It was a desert. And in that bleak desert of the nation of
Israel, up came that little tender plant. As a root, and the Bible tells us that Jesus Christ came out
of the root of Jesse. The root of Jesse, the dry ground, the spiritual apostasy, the barren
wasteland, the nation of Israel, and that little tender plant came up.

» A Common Ordinary Man Coming to Common Ordinary Men

It says, "He hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty." You
know, all the pictures of Christ you see, they're all bogus. You see Him showing up, you know,
and He's got a halo around His head. You see Him showing up and there's some kind of glow to
Him. He was just a common, ordinary man. He looked like everybody else. God didn't make
Him special in any way, shape or form. If He was going to die for the common man, He had to
be just a common man. And there was nothing to be desired of Him when you saw Him
physically. He just looked like the average Jew. I mean, the Song of Solomon gives you some
kind of idea about how He looked. But at the same time, He's just an ordinary man. No halo, no
shine or Shekinah glory. Just a common, ordinary man coming to common, ordinary men.

He lives life like we should live. You see, the real glory of Jesus Christ wasn't the comely human
body that He walked in, but it was the Holy Spirit of God and God Himself that dwelled inside
Him. And I'm telling you, it’s a model for you and for me. You don't have to go get glorified up
on your outside. You don't have to put all of the religious junk in your life to tell everybody that
you're a Christian. We are common people that reach common people. The real beauty of every
one of you, if you're saved, is not what's on the outside, but like Jesus Christ, what was on
the inside. The glory of God is inside of every one of us. And that's what shines forth with the
Lord Jesus. And that's what needs to shine forth in your life and my life.
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» He was Rejected of Men, Despised, and We Esteemed Him Not

Isaiah 53:3. He is despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
and we hid as it were [our] faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

The Bible says He came unto His own and His own received Him not. John 1:11-12. He was
rejected of men. He was rejected in Acts 12 and 13 with Israel. He's rejected again in Acts
chapter seven, where they make the official rejection of Christ. And the Bible says, "We hid our
faces from him." This is the key. The face of an unsaved man can never look in the face of a
holy God. When you trust Christ as your own personal Savior, then and only then can you look
into that precious face of the Lord Jesus Christ, and you see it through the book of Song of
Solomon. You see it through the book of Psalms. You see it through the Word of God.

The Bible says that we esteemed Him not. Jesus was the only Man in the history of the world
who never did anything to anybody, never said anything bad to anybody, never did anything
wrong to anybody. He lived as perfect life as could be, and yet nobody wanted anything to do
with Him.

» All the Things we Worry About were Put on Him at the Cross

Isaiah 53:4-5. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

5. But he [was] wounded for our transgressions, [he was] bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace [was] upon him,; and with his stripes we are healed.

Do you see that? Now there's the Christian life right there. You know the first thing it says? It
says He bore our griefs. Then it says He carried our sorrows. Then it says He was wounded for
our transgressions. It says He was bruised for our iniquities. It says the chastisement of our peace
was upon Him, and He took my stripes so I could be spiritually healed of a disease-ridden body
of sin. And yet because we don't get to know Him, because we don't get on our foundation gold
and silver, because we don't make that day the number one day in our lives, we bear our own
griefs. We carry our own sorrows. We bear the wounds of our transgressions. We bear the bruises
of our iniquities. And we have the chastisement of God in our lives instead of the chastisement of
peace that was put on Him. Instead of me allowing and understanding that He took my stripes so
I could be healed, I have to go to the woodshed over and over and over again with God.

You see, Isaiah 42:3 talks about the Lord, and it likens Him to a reed. And the Bible says in
Isaiah 42 that the reed was bruised but not broken. You see these are the things that we carry in
our lives that make us worry every day and give us heartache every day, when if you would
understand that all those things were put on Him at the cross, that you and I don't have to bear
them every day. You just take it to Him. You don't have to bear the iniquity. You don't have to
bear the grief. You don't have to carry the sorrow. Oh, it comes into our life, but we have the
ability to take it to Him because He already covered it on the cross. This is what the Bible
talks about as the peace of God that passes all understanding. This is what the Bible talks about
when it says that keeps your hearts and mind, being healed from my disease of sin.
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And then it says in verse four, "smitten of God." God turned His back on His Son. He cried out,
"My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" And the answer why is you and me. He bore
my grief. He carried my sorrows. He was wounded for my transgressions. He bore my iniquities.
The chastisement that I would have got was put on Him. And the stripes that should be on my
back were on His back. And through that death on the cross, every one of us are healed of the
division of sin in our lives. And we forget that day. We will think more about the 4th of July or
Christmas. We think more about all the things that go on, New Year's Eve. We think about all
those days more than that day.

» The Lamb of God which Taketh away the Sin of the World

Isaiah 53:6-7. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way, and
the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

7. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.

You know, when it comes to the Lord Jesus Christ in the Bible, there are two perspectives. Did
you ever see this in the Gospels? In John 19:5, Pilate when he saw Him, said, "Behold the man"
because that's all that he saw. But when John the Baptist saw Him in John 1:29, he said, "Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." You see how the world looks at it?
And how we should look at it? You know what the tragedy is? Most of God's people look at it
like Pilate did. The Bible says in verse seven that through His oppression and through His
affliction, He opened not his mouth. He never defended Himself. He never said one thing other
than talking to His Father. He never proclaimed His innocence. He never opened His mouth.

The model of that is in Exodus chapter 12 where you have the nation of Israel before they come
out of Egypt, type of the world. They go to the Promised Land, picture your salvation. Before
they could get out of Egypt totally, they had to have the innocent blood of a lamb shed for them.
In the Bible, it's called the Passover Lamb because this starts Israel's Passover. And that night
they had to take a lamb that matches up to Christ, a male, no spot or blemish. And they killed it
and took the blood and put the blood over the door. And God says, "I'm going to bring you out of
Egypt." God told you, "I'm going to bring you out of the world." But you need a lamb.

Exodus 12:1-5 is one of the greatest places in the Bible about the lamb. In Exodus 12:3, He says,
"Take to them every man a lamb." And the next verse down it says, "Take the lamb." And then
the following verse says, "your lamb." You’ve got to be a detective to see that. You see, the first
thing you need is a lamb. You need a sacrifice for your sins. You need a lamb. But it can't be the
Catholic lamb or the Jehovah Witness lamb or the Mormon lamb or the Church of Christ lamb.
You need the Lamb. Until you make the Lamb your lamb, you ain't going anywhere. And He
said, "Put the blood on the door, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you." And when
God's judgment falls on this planet, God sees you, He sees the blood. He passes over. You know
why the blood is on the door? Because that's the door of your house where your family goes in
and out. Put the blood on the door. My Passover Lamb. "Behold, the Lamb of God which taketh
away the sin of the world."
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» He Hath Made Him to be Sin for Us, Who Knew no Sin; That we Might be
Made the Righteousness of God in Him

Isaiah 53:8-9. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people
was he stricken.

9. And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done
no violence, neither [was any] deceit in his mouth.

Notice it says, "taken from prison." That'll be Matthew chapter 27 where He's taken from Pilate's
Judgment Hall at six o'clock in the morning and then taken to the cross around nine. And it says
“who shall declare his generation” because He's cut off before the end of His generation. He died
at 33 years old. That was the end of His generation, and He's cut off from the land of the living.
And the question is who is going to declare it?

The Bible says, "He made his grave with the wicked." The Son of God died just like any man on
Earth dies. The only difference is yet without sin. No violence in Him, no deceit in His mouth.
Cut off for my transgressions. And the Bible says, "He hath made him to be sin for us, who knew
no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him."

» It Pleased the LORD to Bruise Him

Isaiah 53:10-11. 10. Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him, he hath put [him] to grief: when thou
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see [his] seed, he shall prolong [his] days, and
the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

11. He shall see of the travail of his soul, [and] shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my
righteous servant justify many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

I'll never fully even begin to grasp verse 10. "Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him." I know
what God thought about His Son, maybe you don't. I know the relationship they had in Heaven. I
know the time that Him and God had as God the Father and Him the Son and I get it, Proverbs
chapter eight. I know the whole thing how it came about. I get it. But to put that Boy on the
cross, to let Him experience what He did. I mean, it'd be one thing if the verse would have said,
"And God had to let it happen for your sin and for my sin." It'd be another thing if the verse said,
"Well God, you know, there was not any other choice." When it came to His Son and you and
me, and God saw you and me, and what price had to be paid for you and for me, the Bible says it
pleased God to bruise Him.

You know, there are seven things in the Bible that please God. God's people don't even know
what they are. His soul, my offering for sin, and it pleased God. God didn't begrudge it. Some of
you give a measly offering and you begrudge it all day long. Some of you are asked to do
something for God and you do it and then you gripe about it all day long. When it came to
putting His Son on the cross and the agony that He went through for you and for me, it pleased
Him. What have God's people got to be upset about? God's people are the most unhappy people
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on the planet today. You know why? They don't understand that day, where your soul and my
soul hung in a balance, and it pleased God to do what He did.

» We are the Seed to Declare His Generation

Oh, look at the middle part of verse 10. "He shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand." A couple of verses back it says, "Who will
declare his generation?" You get the answer right here. His seed, His seed, His seed, His seed.
That's you and me, born again, not of corruptible seed, but by incorruptible by the Word of God.
We're the seed that's going to declare His generation. We pick up the job, He died at 33. You got
saved, it's your job and my job, the seed, to prolong and declare His generation. And the pleasure
of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. God took pleasure in smiting Him so He could take
pleasure in you and me, the seed, declaring the generation. How's that working for you? Oh boy,
oh boy. This is why I say, when the judgment seat of Christ finally hits, God's people are going to
be begging and begging and begging to go back for just 10 minutes to serve Him. We ain't going
back.

» God Saw the Travail of His Soul and was Satisfied

Verse 11, "He shall see the travail of his soul." Oh, I don't get this. God sees the travail of His
soul dying on the cross, being spit on, nails in his hands and feet, spearing His side, beard pulled
out. God saw His travail. And He was satisfied.

When the great Charles Wesley was old and dying, many people came around his deathbed. He
could hardly speak. They thought he was in a coma. Somebody was reading some verses, and
they read the verse out of the Old Testament in Psalms 17:15 which says, "As for me, I will
behold thy face in righteousness: 1 shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness." And the
last thing he said before he went home to be the Lord was one word, "satisfied."

How many of God's people are really satisfied today with what God has given them? Do you
know why we get into the problems we get in? You know why we get into the sin we get in? You
know why we get into everything that we get into that causes us problems? Because we ain't
satisfied. I don't know if I'll die in the car wreck, die falling down the stairs, die in my sleep, or
die in a hospital bed with some terminal disease. But I would hope that the last words out of my
mouth that everybody around me hears is the word, "satisfied."

» One Sin He Died for that Covered all the Other Sins

Isaiah 53:12. Therefore will I divide him [a portion] with the great, and he shall divide the spoil
with the strong, because he hath poured out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the
transgressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

You notice that the word sin here is not plural, but singular, because there's only one sin
that He really died for that covered all the other sins. And that was the sin of rejecting God
back in the garden. That's the sin that God paid for. He didn't pay for everything else that you'd
done. That took care of it right there.
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In Isaiah 53, you have God's thoughts on His Son on that cross. The Holy Spirit of God laid it out
in this chapter. It's the report that God gives us all. God responding to us; why He died on a cross
for us. He poured out His soul unto death. The Bible says He "bare the sin of many, and made
intercession for the transgressors."

» He was Numbered with the Transgressors

The Bible says He was "numbered with the transgressors." That goes back to the crucifixion in
the Gospels where there are two thieves crucified with Him. You’ve got a cross over here, one
thief, cross over here, and you got Christ in the middle. And He's numbered with the
transgressors. You’ll want to put that reference back there out of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
But if we go back to Exodus chapter 12, you’ll see the mind of God at work all the way back
there with the Passover Lamb, which represents you and me and Him dying for me. You’ve got
the blood on the door. Did you ever wonder why He said put the blood here, and blood here, and
blood over here? I mean, if the cross is a Christian symbol, you'd have thought He’d just have a
big bloody cross put on the door. Why not paint the whole door bloody red? Why? Blood here,
blood here, and blood here. One thief, two thief, Him. He's numbered with the transgressors, but
He's higher than they are because He's God's Son. Gold, the deity.

VII. The Erosion of Christianity

Over the last hundred years, the world has changed many ways. In my life, God has allowed me
to see three quarters of that time. I've seen so many things that were once part of everyday life
now that are taken away. I talked about Isaiah 5:20, Thursday night. The good things become
now evil, and the evil things now are called good. I saw the erosion of Christianity. I saw
churches that started with the King James Bible that through the process of 20 years, left the
King James Bible. I saw the death of fundamentalism. I saw the death of Bible believers and the
rise of neo-orthodoxy that have no doctrine, no Bible, no nothing. And I saw God's people down
now to a remnant who really want to take a stand for God.

And in many ways, the personal relationship we have with each other is now completely gone.
Our communication with each other has completely broken down in society, maybe not in this
church, but in society. Families now are too busy. They don't talk to each other. We text and
never talk on the phone. Instagram, Twitter, X, Facebook: they start in your kid's life way too
early. And it really robs us of any meaningful understanding of a real relationship. I have none of
those. You text me something on the phone, you'll get yes or no. You won't even get a maybe.
That's too many letters.

We try to build relationships in our world today, marriages and families, in this new way of life,
and they fail. And the number one problem in any relationship will start with the lack of
communication on a personal level. Husbands can't talk to wives, wives can't talk to husbands,
families don't talk to their kids, and people don't talk to each other. And in time it all transcends
into Christianity and in our churches and us as God's people. And God's people today, in a
spiritual sense, have a Facebook or Twitter account with God. No meaningful relationship. You
don't have long hours in prayer. You text God, spiritually speaking. Our phones and our
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computers replace our Bibles. I've seen people navigate so quickly through their phones and their
computers that it makes my head swim. If I have my choice, which I do, you can have those, I'll
navigate through the Bible. And after 50, 60, 70 years of it, God's people have no clue of the
greatest, most tragic day in man's history. I'm glad I am old school. I don't mess with newfangled
things. I'm not fighting it, but do you really need a watch that tells you somebody's calling you
on your phone? Do you really need all the things on there to tell you your blood pressure? Let
me tell you a rule of life, and this is true. The more razzle-dazzle on something, the more goes
wrong with it. I'm not advocating we go back to the Stone Age, but I am just telling you. We
think technology helps us a lot. Technology takes all and robs you from everything that God has
given you. You spend more time on your phone. You spend more time playing your Xbox games.
If you would put that same amount in the Bible, God would get something done in your life. I'm
glad I am old school. I can't figure out my phone, but I can figure out the Bible.

VIII. Summary

Many of God's people have no clue of the greatest, most tragic day in man's history. The greatest
battle in history for our souls. That's the reason God's people have no passion. They have no
purpose. They have no perspective. Their life is filled with marital problems. Their life is filled
with family problems. Their life is filled with personal problems. They get depressed. They get
this, they get that. They go see their psychiatrist. They go see their therapist. When all of that
was put on Him at the cross, you just never went to the cross to see it. When the devil took
the Bible out of our lives, he took God out of our lives. And when God went out of our lives, the
relationship with Christ went out of our lives. And then Song of Solomon goes; it's a book that
you just look at but don't even understand it.

And the seven passages in the Old Testament that take you behind the veil of the crucifixion are
gone. We have no idea. And we're left with just a passing acquaintance with the Son of God and
completely void of the day of days; the day my foundation was built on. And instead of gold,
silver, and precious stones, unfortunately, most of God's people are busy building wood, hay, and
stubble. You see, you'll never have God change your life as a Christian until you first understand
the day that changed the world. And as long as it gets caught up in all the muddle of everything
else in life, you'll just be confused with everything that goes on. My goal through these seven
passages is to help bring that day back to reality in your life.

The success of this church is going to be God's people never forgetting the greatest day in the
history of the world that changed not only the world, but in time, when God brought you into the
world, changed your life.
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